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ing more about directing a production.  
Also in our plans is to use this camp/
workshop as a means to enable our first 
production outside of Faith Lutheran 
Church since 1998.  We are hoping to 
go on-stage for an end-of-summer pro-
duction at one of the local high schools.  
Details are still being worked, and noth-
ing is "set in stone" yet, but it looks 
very promising. 
              Yet we still have concerns that 
need to be addressed.  Though we con-
tinue to engage a broader base of sup-
port for our productions, we are still 
falling short in getting key positions 
filled.  We have not yet identified a di-
rector or the producers for a spring pro-
duction.  We need someone to step up 
and accept this rewarding challenge.  
Please contact me if you're interested or 
want additional details. 
              This marks the last of my 
notes as your president.  At our annual 
meeting in January, we will elect a new 
president to continue to lead this troupe 
forward.  We are also in need of other 
volunteers to fill other positions as 
well.  I would ask our membership to 
prayerfully consider serving this troupe 
by providing your leadership and/or 
organizational capabilities to our Board 
of Directors.  Small investments of 
your time in supporting the Board pay 
huge dividends as the troupe moves 
onward to even greater accomplish-
ments. 
              This doesn't mean that I'm 
drifting off to some sort of retirement in 
any sense.  I will continue to be en-
gaged in the board as the "Ex Officio" 
member, and will continue to support 
and participate in the productions in 
whatever way I can contribute.  I'm 
hoping to maybe even try out for a role 
in a future production (though with the 
growing number of people auditioning, 
I certainly won't assume that I'll be able  

               As 2004 draws to a close, the 
Tree of Life Theatre Troupe can reflect 
on a very successful and productive 
year.  Looking forward to the coming 
year, I must confess to feeling consider-
able excitement that our greatest days 
still lie ahead of us. 
               This past year was marked by 
two extremely successful productions.  
Not only were the productions them-
selves exciting, entertaining, and inno-
vative, they engaged a broader base of 
participation than ever before.  This 
broadening base of participants will 
continue to present the troupe with a 
significant challenge:  keeping the 
membership engaged in a meaningful 
way. 
               It was also exciting to watch 
young people from our troupe continue 
to spread their theatric wings in other 
venues.  Young people who got their 
start with us were found gracing the 
stages of the local high schools as well 
as supporting the Calvary Players pro-
duction of Godspell.  It is very reward-
ing to see this progression -- maybe 
someday, one of our young people will 
hit the "big time" and we will all smile 
and say "I knew him/her when!" 
               As I have said in previous 
notes in this newsletter, I view our 
troupe in a sense as the hands and feet 
of God.  We have accomplished great 
things by assuming a spirit of ser-
vanthood.  In the coming year, we are 
planning on taking this to a new level.  
We are working out the arrangements 
for the first Tree of Life Theatre Troupe 
Drama Camp.  Capitalizing on the ener-
gies and talents of Tony Cimino, we 
will offer this in June -- a great oppor-
tunity for our young people to further 
refine their skills and have some fun at 
the same time.  There may even be a 
"directors workshop" at this camp to 
help people who are interested in learn-
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Anne of Avonlea 

By Todd Wells 

 to get a part!).  I have been honored to 
serve as the president of this troupe for 
the past several years; it has been very 
rewarding to watch the Tree of Life 
Theatre Troupe not only grow, but 
flourish.  Together, we can continue to 
accomplish wonderful things on behalf 
of our Maker, who continues to bless 
us in so many ways. 



Please join the Board of Directors at their monthly 
meetings. The meetings are generally held on the first 
Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. The location alter-
nates between Faith Lutheran Church in Eldersburg and 
Calvary United Methodist Church in Mt. Airy. Your in-
put, questions, and concerns are welcome at any meet-
ing. In these meetings the Board discusses future plans 
for ToL, the progress of the current production, and the 
ToL budget. Well, o.k., sometimes we drift off into 
football and dentistry- you never know what to expect 
with "The Board". Our next meeting will be on: 
Our next meetings will be: 
 

DECEMBER 6th,   7:00 p.m.   
at Calvary United Methodist Church (Mt. Airy) 

 
JANUARY 8th, 10:00 a.m. 

Annual Meeting (see page 4) 
at Faith Lutheran Church (Eldersburg)  

  
FEBRUARY 7th,   7:00 p.m.   

at Faith Lutheran Church (Eldersburg)  
 

  
The members of the 2004 Board 
and their contact information: 

 
         President              Todd Wells   
������ ������ � �� �� �� � �� ���������� ���	 
 ��� 
 � 
 �� �� �� � � �
�

    Vice President          Joe Shinault 
������ ������ � �� �� �� �� � ��������������� � �� � � �� 	 � � � �� 
 �
�

    Vice President          Joe Jansen        
������ ���� � � �� � � �� � � ������ � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � �
 ��� � � �
�

        Treasurer        Margaret German 
      �� � � � � � � � ��������� 
 ! �� 	 � �� � � � " 
 �� � �� �� 
 �
�

  Artistic Director        Cyldia Koch 
������ ��� � � �� � � �� � �  ������������ �# " �� $ � � � � � � ��� � � �
�

Recording Secretary Cathy Klimovitz  �
������ ���� � �� � � �� �� � ����������������� � $ ��� � � � ��� � �
����� �

   Admin. Secretary    Anne Frampton 
������ ���� � �� �� �� � � � ��������������� � � 
 %�� � � � � ���� �� �
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(or: THE NUT DOESN’T FALL FAR FROM THE TREE) 

             Our Troupe's actors keep popping up in 
all sorts of productions! Somebody better check 
their contracts. Isn't this against union rules? Seri-
ously, we are very proud of the many accomplish-
ments of our members. We have spies everywhere 
and the following folks were spotted in recent lo-
cal productions.  
             We enjoyed our first official ToL Night 
At The Play and saw an incredible performance of 
Godspell at Calvary United Methodist Church. 
The play was produced by our very own Clydia 
Koch and directed by Tony Cimino! Way to go 
team! The multi-talented John German and the 
handsome Joe Shinault were in the cast as disci-
ples (guess which one played Judas ???) along 
with Lori, Kevin, Karli, and Richard Cole (as Je-
sus).  
             Next, we traveled to Liberty High School 
to see their performance of Snow White. Hon-
estly, we should just call LHS, "ToL North" con-
sidering all the Tree of Lifers who were in the 
play. The performances and the set were abso-
lutely wonderful! The gorgeous Ashley Mellinger, 
Shannon Huber, Brittany Crowl, and Kristin Ne-
mecek played Maids of Honor. The phenomenal 
Andrew Markosky, Ben Smith, and Ben Mar-
kosky were three of the seven dwarfs (you had to 
have been there.... ). Our two Robin Hoods (Steve 
Bearman and Matt May) were hysterical as the 
two dumb Palace Attendants. ("Dumb" refers to 
the fact that they didn't speak...although it could 
also apply to their characters' mental capabili-
ties...) Laura Ball and Max Wirth were very debo-
nair as a duchess and duke. Max also played the 
part of the Magic Mirror (pretty scary!). And last, 
but by no means least, John Davenport was Stage 
Manager and a duke all at the same time !  
             Not to be outdone, McDonough just fin-
ished their production of Sly Fox and the lovely 
Molly Hayeslip played the role of the Court Clerk. 
And come on out during the first weekend in De-
cember! The tremendous trio of Heidi Davis, 
Madeleine Jansen, and Elyse Loosararrian will be 
appearing in the South Carroll High School pro-
duction of Steel Magnolias. Bring your hankies !!  
             We apologize if we left anyone out of the 
Tree sightings. Please notify Mr. Joe or Mr. Todd 
of your upcoming performances - this goes for 
you younger "branches" as well. We really do en-
joy watching "our" kids in various roles.  
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We know, we know... you probably believe that your Board of Directors just dozes off while watching 
the Ravens' games in-between ToL performance dates. Contrawise ! We have been quite the busy bea-
vers this Fall. (I think I'm mixing metaphors and plays, now...). There are several new and exciting 
possibilities for the near future of ToL.  
How would you like to double your storage space? We are currently negotiating for the purchase of a 
20 ' storage trailer. The trailer, with the church's permission, would stay at Faith Lutheran Church all 
year 'round. Do we hear a big sigh of relief from our Props and Lighting folks? Please pray for these 
negotiations since it's not quite a done deal yet.  
Speaking of our Lighting Crew, how would you like some new "toys"?  We are also considering the 
purchase of new lighting equipment for our productions. We need your suggestions and advice. Please 
contact Todd with any helpful information. 

��������������	�
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The Tree of Life Theatre Troupe continued its long tra-
dition of pushing the envelope and improving on previ-
ous productions.  The directors and producers chal-
lenged this cast and crew to aspire to new heights and 
they answered magnificently.  This production set at-
tendance and fund-raising records.  We can all be very 
proud of what we accomplished by working together. 
 

There were several "innovations" in this production 
that contributed greatly to its success.  First of all, by 
moving to three weekend of Friday and Saturday per-
formances, instead of the previous approach of two 
three performance weekends, we significantly in-
creased the total attendance at the production.  Elimi-
nating the Thursday night (and in years past, Sunday 
night) performances and replacing them with an extra 
weekend of Friday/Saturday shows, we provided an en-
hanced opportunity for members of the community to 
see our work; the extra weekend also permitted the 
"word of mouth" network to enhance the public aware-
ness already strengthened by a superb public relations 
campaign. 
 

This production also marked the first time that live mu-
sic was used extensively in a Tree of Life production.  
This script, coupled with the addition of some very tal-
ented period musicians, provided a great opportunity 
for this "experiment", and it worked marvelously.  
Though we may not have the same opportunity in each 
of our future productions, it proved that this approach 
can be made to work -- all that is required (!) is a clear 

vision of how live music can be integrated into the pro-
duction, the leadership of a talented and capable music 
director, and a cadre of talented and hard-working mu-
sicians. 
 

The experiment of "The Call" also succeeded beyond 
expectations.  This was initially viewed as (1) a means 
of engaging even more folks in the productions, and (2) 
a "filler" to compensate somewhat for a shorter script.  
We received a great deal of positive feedback on this 
mini-play -- the audience clearly enjoyed this perform-
ance.  It was particularly exciting to see the energy that 
the cast of "The Call" put into their roles.  (as a side 
note, if there happen to be any other aspiring play-
wrights out there, don't be shy about sharing your ideas 
with the board (via the artistic director) -- who knows 
when we might need to do this again?) 
 

We continued other Tree of Life traditions as well:  
doubling of key roles (in this case, nearly half the cast) 
to maximize involvement, integration of as many extras 
as possible to engage yet even more people, costumed 
stage crew to make the production seem even more 
seamless, broad engagement of the parents in every as-
pect of the production, and a very meaningful and up-
lifting pre-show "green room". 
 

Thanks to all for their contributions to the success of 
this production -- parents, cast, and crew.  A special 
thanks to our producers (Karen Smith, Marcia Hellman, 
and Paula Grapes) for pulling all the pieces together! 
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           Membership Renewal:____________                New Membership:_________ 
 
Name:__________________________________________   Phone: _________________________ 
 
Street: ______________________________________   City/ State: _________________________ 
 
Zip Code: _______________    E-mail: ________________________________________________ 
 
               Membership Type (Check one):   Individual ($15) _____     Family ($30)  ______ 
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 What does it mean to be a member of the Tree of Life Theatre Troupe?  The following should help clarify what we’re 
all about (if you don’t already know). If you’re already a member, please use the form below to renew your member-
ship for 2005 or spread the word and have a friend join. 
 
( ��	����	���!�����������!����)�
We are a volunteer organization; we have been granted official non-profit status by the State of Maryland.  Conse-
quently, we rely on the voluntary contributions of troupe members (in terms of their time and talents) to achieve our 
goals.  We are multi-generational: troupe members include children, as well as adults. 
 
( ��	�*�+��*)�
We provide quality family-oriented drama.  We desire to produce plays in a way that will glorify God and reveal his 
love for others.  We also strive to honor Him by giving a portion of each production’s ticket proceeds to a worthy 
local cause.  We select an appropriate beneficiary prior to each production. We presently produce two productions a 
year; one in late winter and again in the early fall. 
 
, � �-�
�.�#���
�/��*)�
Lots of ways!  For starters, you can become a member of the troupe.  Individual memberships are $15; family mem-
berships are $30.  Membership is not required for participation in a production, but it helps the troupe for planning 
purposes, to better keep track of available talents and abilities.  
 
( ��	����	������������	���" �" #�������*���)�
Membership dues are used to cover the administrative costs of operating he troupe.  They pay for such things as the 
Post Office box, storage, postage, web page, scripts and printing.  At some point we hope to have enough members to 
support additional services and capabilities. 
 
.����
�����*
��	������	���	��
��#����0�� ��	�-�/*�.�����#/+�-
	��#�	�)�
In more ways than you can imagine.  In addition to on-stage talent, we can always use people to help with costumes, 
make-up, props, set design, construction, publicity and the many other aspects of a successful production,  There is 
also a Strong need for leadership talent to work on directing, producing and the Board of Directors.  The only real 
requirement is a willingness to help.  Many of the people who assisted with our recent productions were involved in  
community theatre for the first time. 
 
1���	������
+�	����#�
���	��	�" +�" �" #�������2�������" �/+�" �" #������3)�
Yes.  We produce a newsletter on a semi-annual basis.  We offer a ‘members only’ audition to give members first 
crack at the roles.  Cast with speaking parts who have an individual membership will receive a script at no cost 
(family memberships receive two).  Additionally, members will have an early opportunity to register for any Troupe 
Theatre Camps. 
 
� 4�+5�.�" �-
��
-�*0�� ��	�*�.�
��*�	�*�	�6�
)�
It’s simple.  Fill out the form below and mail to: Tree of Life Membership, P.O. Box 1425, Sykesville, MD  21784 
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             Our Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, January 8th, 10:00 a.m., at Faith Lutheran Church, El-
dersburg. We encourage anyone who is interested in ToL happenings to attend. Our President, Todd Wells, will 
be giving his last "State of the Troupe" address in which he will review the events of the past year at ToL and 
give a preview of future plans. This is an excellent opportunity to see the inner workings of ToL and to ask any 
questions that you may have. During this meeting you may also join the troupe as a member or renew your 
membership for the year 2005. Those who do so will have priority over non-members in getting a slot in the 
first-ever ToL Summer Camp. (More details in the newsletter.)  
This upcoming Annual Meeting is of particular importance because we need to fill several positions on the 
Board of Directors during this time. The positions that are open are: 
 

President 
Duties: Acts as CEO; presides over corporation and board meetings; 
responsible for general management of Troupe; public spokesman for Troupe;  
appointing committee chairs (approved by board) 

2nd Vice President 
Duties: Presides in absence of president and 1st vice president; oversees 
publicity (e.g., public relations committee); filing and obtaining government permits as required 

Treasurer 
Duties: Care and custody of funds and securities of the Troupe; preparation 
and filing of all tax returns/forms; prepares annual report 
                          Administrative Secretary 

Duties: Checking mail and distributing as required; tracking 
new member applications; prepares and edits newsletter 
 

If you are interested in running for any of these positions, please contact Todd Wells. You are also welcome to 
contact any of the Board members if you have questions about a specific role. Please prayerfully consider taking 
on one of these jobs. You will have the satisfaction of supporting a great cause, determining the course of ToL , 
and meeting with a warm group of friends. Many of us have discovered that the Board Meetings are one of the 
highlights of our month (which probably doesn't say much for the rest of our social lives...). Anyway, laughter 
and good cheer always abound. 
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Tree of Life provides many things; a 
chance for the community to experi-
ence quality family entertainment, a fun 
learning experience in the many as-
pects of theatre, a chance to meet new 
friends.  But one of the most rewarding 
aspects of being involved with the 
Troupe, is its dedication to honoring 
God by donating a portion of each pro-
ductions proceeds to a worthy local 
cause.  That cause could include a lo-
cal charity, a person or family in need 
or an organization that is providing a 
service that the Troupe endorses.  We 
are always looking for suggestions for 
recipients of these donations.  Please 
contact us if you know of a person, 
family, organization or cause that we 
can consider for a future production. 
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             "Scene" any good Directors or Producers lately? We're still waiting for some adventurous souls to take on 
these positions for our Spring 2005 production. The Director has the final say in which play is chosen. They also wield 
great power over the auditions, the cast, the crew, and any incidental decisions along the way. Just think about all those 
people waiting on your beck and call: "Sir, may I bring you a cushion for your chair?" "Madam, what do you think of 
our color selections for the costumes and backdrops?"  
             Well, we could go on and on, but the main point is that you get to oversee a great group of people and come 
out smelling like a rose after another fantastic ToL play is performed. Finally, thanks to our Producers, you get to ig-
nore a lot of the nitty-gritty daily stuff and just concentrate on the production. The play's the thing!  
             Like to always be up to date on all the inside scoop? Then the Producer's job is for you! You are the heart and 
soul of the production, coordinating the various committees and relaying messages back and forth to the Director. 
When considering this job, keep in mind the key word, "committees". (They do the work while you just coordinate 
their efforts.) Gather a couple of friends and share the load! The position of Producer may be held jointly by 2 or more 
people.  
             The Spring 2005 ToL Production will be…......cancelled if we don't have volunteers for the Director and Pro-
ducers by the Annual Meeting on January 8, 2005. Please contact Todd Wells to volunteer for either of these positions 
and to earn our eternal gratitude. Todd may be reached at 410-549-3940 or at wellste@erols.com.  
             What play will we be performing? Well, we're not sure yet. As mentioned above, the Director has the privilege 
of choosing the play, so , no Director- no play.  The Board of Directors had tentatively selected Oliver Twist for this 
performance but rumor has it that Liberty High School may be performing Oliver! as their Spring production.  If this 
rumor is true then there is not much point in ToL performing Oliver Twist just a few weeks later. After all, how could 
we possibly compete with the Smith and Markosky Brothers Singing Trio? Anyway, would you LHS folks let Todd 
know a.s.a.p. when Liberty makes its final decision? Thank you!  
             At this point, auditions for the Spring production are slated for the end of January or the beginning of February 
with the performances tentatively scheduled for May. Come to the Annual Meeting and get the latest on all the details! 
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Short 
Sleeve Golf 

Shirt 

ADULT S  M  L  XL  2X Black  Blue  Maroon $18  included N/A  

CHILD S  M  L Blue ONLY $16  included N/A  

Crewneck 
Sweatshirt 

ADULT S  M  L  XL  2X Black  Blue  Maroon $12  + $3 included  

CHILD S  M  L Black  Blue  Maroon $11  + $3 included  

Hooded 
Pullover 

Sweatshirt 

ADULT S  M  L  XL  2X Black  Blue  Maroon $17  + $3 included  

CHILD S  M  L Black   Blue $15  + $3 included  

Short 
Sleeve Tee-

Shirt 

ADULT S  M  L  XL  2X Black  Blue  Maroon $8  + $3 included  

CHILD S  M  L Black  Blue  Maroon $7  + $3 included  

        TOTAL  (tax included)  

The Official Tree of Life Theatre Troupe shirts have been a great success since being introduced last Fall.  The shirts are being 
offered to members, cast, crew, families and everyone who would like to support the Troupe.  A variety of apparel with the brand 
new official TOL logos is available to be purchased. 
We are offering Golf Shirts with embroidered logos, and Sweatshirts and Tee-Shirts with either the embroidered logo or a large 
white printed logo.  Most shirts are offered in Black, Navy Blue or Maroon.  
Complete the bottom form and submit it with payment to ToL via mail or you may turn it in at the Annual meeting.  All orders will 
be available for pickup in late January (at auditions).  Some items may be already in-stock and available sooner. 
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NAME _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone# ___________________________    E-mail ____________________________________________________ 
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